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was assembled, was the nomination of candidates for the ap-
proaching general election. Mr. "Webster was nominated as a
Representative to the Thirteenth Congress, to which he was
subsequently elected, and in which he took his seat on the 24th
of May, 1813.1

There were several young men in this Congress of high
talent, some of whom were afterward known to fame. The
two persons were there, with whose names Mr. Webster's has
been, more associated than with those of any others of his con-
temporaries, as standing upon the same plane of intellect.
Henry Clay was the Speaker of this House, and John C. Cal-
houn was the leading member upon the floor, both being on the
side of the Administration. Among those of lesser mark, but
still prominent then and always while they lived, were Wil-
liam G-aston, of IsTorth Carolina ; John McLean, of Ohio;
John Forsyth, and George M. Troup, of Georgia ; Charles
J". Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania; and Felix Grundy, of Ten-
nessee.

One of the first acts of Mr. Webster, on entering Congress,
was, to introduce certain resolutions, calling upon the Executive
for information respecting the time and mode in which the re-
peal of the French Decrees had been communicated to our Gov-
ernment. As this whole matter stood before the public at the
time of the declaration of war, it appeared either that our Gov-
ernment had been deceived by the French ministry, or that
they were in possession of a repealing decree when the. war was
declared, and had withheld it; for no such decree had made its
appearance until after the declaration of war had passed through
Congress. Mr. Webster considered that the reputation of the
country was involved in this affair, because the French foreign
secretary had declared to the American minister in Paris, on the
1st of May, 1812, that a copy of the repealing decree had been
furnished to his predecessor, and that another had been trans-
mitted to the French minister at Washington at the time of its
date, which was April 28,1811. Mr. Webster, therefore, for
the purpose of eliciting all the facts, and in order to have them

1 A law of the previous Congress had   monced on that day, and was termi-
appointed the next meeting of that body   nated on the 2d of August. The see-
to be held May 24, 1818. The first ses-   oncl session commenced December 6,
sion of the Thirteenth Congress com-   1813,